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Law 26,370 on Public Entertainment
On May 27, 2008, the Law 26,370 (hereinafter, the “Law”) on public entertainment was published in the Official Gazette. The Law provides certain rules concerning authorization of the personnel in charge of controlling the admission and permanence of the audience, and concerning employers whose main activity consists in the organization and exploitation of public shows and events.

The main aspects of the Law are, among others:

· Scope: The Law shall apply to general musical, artistic and entertainment events and shows conducted in entertainment spaces (public open spaces, streets, maritime terrestrial areas, and any other area of the public domain). The enforcement authority is the Ministry of Domestic Affairs.
· Admission and permanence control personnel: The Law clearly sets forth the prohibitions and requirements to be complied with by these employees, namely: a two-year residence in the country, to be of legal age, annual submission of criminal records, etc. 
 
In order to be “authorized” to act a control personnel, the Law provides certain requirements, among others: a) inscription in a single public Registry, to be created in the future; b) the display at all times of an “authorization card” granted by the enforcement authority; c) the approval of the pertaining course.

· Categories: According to the tasks’ specificity, the Law provides three different personnel categories: 1- Controller, 2- Specialized Controller and 3- Technician in Control of admission and permanence. The courses are given separately for each category and the level is enhanced from the lowest to the highest category.

· Penalties: Without prejudice to civil and/or criminal actions that may be initiated against the infringers and the owner of the premises, the enforcement authority is in charge of measuring off penalties, which are framed within two categories: minor and serious and range from fines to closure of the premises.  
· Admission and permanence control: Controllers shall give the same kind and respectful treatment to all persons under the same conditions and shall respect their dignity and observe admission and permanence objective criteria.
· Effective Date: The Law shall become effective on June 5, 2008. 

· Venue: The Law shall apply in the national territory and the provinces and the City of Buenos Aires may adhere to this Law. After adherence, their pertaining governments shall appoint the enforcement authority.
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If you have any question or comment concerning this newsletter, do not hesitate to contact us by calling at (54 11) 4116-4155 or via e-mail to info@kahale.com.ar.

Kahale Abogados is not responsible for any action taken or omission thereto with relation to or as a consequence of the information of this newsletter and shall under no circumstances be responsible for damages arising as a consequence of the use of said information. Readers are advised to seek for specific counsel in each particular case.
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